Coordinator:
Arlene Allsup

BOOK CLUB: We meet the last Thursday of each Session. We read a nonfiction book one
month and a fiction book the next month. The book is suggested and selected by the
group and will be moderated by the person that suggested the book title. Our group is
open to everyone, even if you have not read or have previously read the book. Please
feel free to join the group for any of the meetings. Keep Reading!

April 24, 2025

“Black Wall Street: From Riot to Renaissance in Tulsa's Historic Greenwood District”,

by Hannibal lohnson

Early in the twentieth century, the black community in Tulsa- the "Greenwood District"-
became a nationally renowned entrepreneurial center. Freguently referred to as "The
Black Wall Street of America,” the Greenwood District attracted pioneers from all over
America who sought new opportunities and fresh challenges. Legal segregation forced
blacks to do business among themselves. The Greenwood district prospered as dollars
circulated within the black community. But fear and jealousy swelled in the greater Tul-
sa community. The alleged assault of a white woman by a black man triggered unprece-
dented civil unrest. The worst riot in American history, the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921 de-
stroyed people, property, hopes, and dreams. Hundreds of people died or were injured.
Property damage ran into the millions. The Greenwood District burned to the ground.
Ever courageous, the Greenwood District pioneers rebuilt and better than ever. By
1942, some 242 businesses called the Greenwood district home. Having experienced
decline in the '60s, '70s, and early '80s, the area is now poised for yet another renais-
sance. Black Wall Street speaks to the triumph of the human spirit.



